BATFTVTAN'S REGIMENT LOST THROUGH CARELESSNESS* 385
were the minute-guns for his funeral. His regiment had been given to the Lord Montandre, who lost it before he had possession by an action as odd as it was scandalous
That regiment had leceived orders to march to the Loid Galwa}'s camp, under the command of their Lieutenants-colonel Bateman, a person before reputed a good officer, though his conduct here gave people, not invidious, too much reason to call it in question On his march, he was so veiy careless and negligent (though he knew himself in a country-surrounded with enemies, and that he was to maich through a wood, where they every day made their appearance in great numbeis), that his soldiers marched with their muskets slung at then backs, and went one after another (as necessity had foiced us to do in Scotland), himself at the head oi them, in his chaise, riding a considerable way before
It happened theie was a captain, with threescore dragoons, detached from the Duke of Berwick's aimy, with a design to mteicept some cash that was oidered to be sent to Loid G-alway's army from Alicant This detatchment, missing of that intended pnze, was returning very disconsolately, re infectctj when their captain, observing that careless and disorderly match of the English, resolved, boldly enough, to attack them in the wood To that purpose he secreted his little paity behind a great barn, and so soon as they were half pabsed by, he falls upon them in the centre with his dragoons, cutting and slashing at such a violent rate, that he soon dispeised the whole regiment, leaving many dead and wounded upon the spot The three coloursweie taken; and the gallant lieutenant-colonel taken out of his chaise, and earned away pnsoner with many otheis, only one officer, who was an ensign, and so bold as to do his duty, was killed
The lieutenant, who commanded the grenadiers, received the alaim time enough to draw his men into a house in their way, where he bravely defended himself foi a long time, but, being killed, the rest immediately surrendered. The account of this action I had fiom the commander of the enemy's party himself, some time after, while I was a, pnsoner And Captain Mahoni, who was present when the news was bi ought, that a few Spanish dragoons had defeated an English regiment, which was this under Bateman, protested to me, that the Duke of Berwick turned pale at the relation, and
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